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inhabitants now and then shoot them. They speak pro-
digious things of their leaping from crag to crag, and of
their sure footing, notwithstanding their being cloven-
footed, unapt (one would think) to take hold and walk
so steadily on those horrible ridges as they do. The
Colonel would have given me one of these beams, but the
want of a convenience to carry it along with me, caused me
to refuse his courtesy. He told me that in the castle
there were some Roman and Christian antiquities, and
he had some inscriptions in his own garden. He invited
us to his country-house, where he said he had better
pictures, and other rarities; but, our time being short, I
could not persuade my companions to stay and visit the
places he would have had tis see, nor the offer he made
to show us the hunting of the bear, wolf, and other
wild beasts* The next morning, having presented his
daughter, a pretty well-fashioned young woman, with a
small ruby ring, we parted somewhat late from our
generous host.

Passing through the same pleasant valley between the
horrid mountains on either hand, like a gallery many
miles in length, we got to Martigni, where also
We were well entertained. The houses in this country
are all built of fir boards, planed within, low, and seldom
above one story. The people very clownish and rusticly
clad, after a very odd fashion, for the most part in blue
cloth, very whole and warm, with little variety of dis-
tinction between the gentleman and common sort, by a
law of their country being exceedingly frugal. Add to
this their great honesty and fidelity, though exacting
enough for what they part with: I saw not one beggar.
We paid the value of twenty shillings English, for a
day's hire of one horse. Every man goes with a sword
by his side, the whole country well disciplined, and
indeed impregnable, which made the Romans have such
ill success against them; one lusty Swiss at their nar-
row passages is sufficient to repel a legion.. It is a
frequent thing here for a young tradesman, or farmer,
to leave his wife and children for twelve or fifteen years,
and seek his fortune in the wars in Spain, France,
Italy, or Germany, and then return again to work. I
look upon this country to be the safest spot of all Europe,
neither envied nor envying; nor are any of them rich,ng on inaccessible rocks, from whence thed
